It was suggested that tobacco-smoking might in some way be the cause of the deposit, but when the medicine was tried by two ladies who had never smoked their tongues were blackened, even more quickly than were those of smokers.
Normal saliva has been described as containing traces of potassium sulpho-cyanide; but if the blackening is due to sulphur in the saliva it is curious that it should not occur equally in all, and that it should be mainly in the centre of the tongue.
Eructations of sulphuretted hydrogen or other sulphur-containing gas have been suggested; but after special observation upon a number of cases the conclusion arrived at was that the blackening is only met with when the tongue has been coated and foul, the mucus under this condition being apparently rich in sulphur. Blackness of the tongue after taking bismuth, therefore, is equivalent to foulness of the tongue in other circumstances.
